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I write to encourage the Legislative Council Committee to support placing works of 
Oregon's government, and of local governments in Oregon, in the public domain.

I have had the opportunity to be a part of the development team for connec+ipedia 
(http://connectipedia.org), a free, open source tool publicly launched June 10, 
2008, by Meyer Memorial Trust and Grass Commons. This tool was designed with 
those working for the common good in mind—foundations, nonprofits, state 
agencies, etc. Pubic, private, and corporate foundations from across the state have 
been using this tool for 6 months already, and after the public launch on June 10th, 
members of the nonprofit community have shown a great deal of interest through 
registration numbers and website participation. Steve Woodward's enthusiastic 
review of connec+ipedia in The Oregonian includes:

"Oregon is home to nearly 14,000 nonprofit organizations that exist for the public 
benefit. But until now, their 141,000 workers and estimated 1.8 million Oregon 
volunteers had no easy way to share their knowledge. The long-awaited Connec
+ipedia promises to solve that problem." (http://www.oregonlive.com/living/
oregonian/index.ssf?/base/living/1213660510304780.xml&coll=7)

It is a place where people can find, share, contribute, vet, and annotate information 
about people, places and things to help us do our work better. As a free tool 
provided to the community, and built in a way that allows the public to easily 
contribute, it is the first opportunity of its kind: providing a place for people working 
across geographic boundaries to connect and find best practices, data, research, 
resources, and contacts, as well as connect foundations with the areas they fund 
and the nonprofits working in those areas. Representatives from state departments 
have already registered.

Works of Oregon's government, including Oregon Revised Statues, explanatory 
notes, tables, annotations, and so forth being in the public domain will greatly 
benefit all organizations and participants accessing (reading or editing, etc.) 
connec+ipedia; this includes state agencies and nonprofits working on behalf of 
the state. Successful collaboration and usefulness of the tool depend on the ability 
of users to share, cite, copy and access (link to) state works (in parts or whole). As 
with Wikipedia, the community expectation and enforcement is to maintain accurate 
information in its proper light, nuetralizing the concern for misuse.

Placing these works in the public domain would allow for more accurate 
information sharing via connec+ipedia and other Internet-based collaboration 
tools, because abbreviations and summaries could be replaced with appropriate 
documentation from Oregon Revised Statues or Oregon Blue Book, for example. 



All those using connec+ipedia, or other services, (whether as readers or registered 
users/editors) including staff in state agencies and nonprofits, would have access 
to information and be free to collaborate effectively about all aspects of 
programmatic work as it affects or is affected by governmental works like ORS, etc.

For these reasons, and as someone working for the common good, I ask that works 
by the Oregon government and local governments within the state by released to 
the public domain.
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